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such a  contingency  should  be  averted.    Hitherto,
it  has unfortunately too  frequently happened  that
the  influence  of England  has been exerted not  to
save, but to spend, the money of the Indian people.
The  well-known   saying of  one   who  held  a  high,
official position is only too true, that " Indian finance
has again and again been sacrificed to the exigencies
of English estimates.''    No one can reasonably desire
that   the   English   Parliament    should   perpetually
meddle in the details of Indian administration.    It
should, however, never  be forgotten that when the
East  India  Company   was   abolished,   the   English
people became directly responsible  for the govern-
ment  of India.    It  cannot, I think, be denied that
this responsibility has been so imperfectly discharged,
that in many respects the new system of government
compares unfavourably with the old.    Figures have
already been quoted to show to what a remarkable
extent the cost of administration has increased since
the East India Company was abolished.    There was
at that time an independent control of expenditure
which now seems to be almost entirely wanting.    It
was, no doubt,  intended,   when  the government of
India by the Act of 1858 was transferred from the
Company to  the   Crown,   that  the Council  of  the
Secretary of State should  exercise the same control
over   Indian   expenditure,    as   had   formerly   been